• , BD 118 200 



3t 760-127 



IHSTIT^TIOlf 
.PUB DATE 
NOTE 

EMS P^ICE 
DESCEIPTORS 



Some Charad%(5ristics of Students Hho Withdrew from 
L.A.C.C, Spring 1975^ Spring i97^,' and Spring 1973, 
Research Study Ho, 76-2 • ' 
Los Angeles )uity Coll* r Calif* 
Feb 76 
17p. 



IDENTIFIERS 



ABSTEACX 



!!F-$0.83 HC-$1.67 Plus , Postage 

Academic Aspiration; Community Colleges; Dropout 
Atti1:udes; *Dropout Characteristics; *Dropout 
Research; *Dropouts; Ethnic Distribution; Females; 
Followup Studies; * Junior Colleges; Junior College 
Students; Hales; Participant Satisfaction; 
Persistence; Student Employment; *Withdraiial' 
Los Angeles City College ^ 



This 9tudy examines; the responses of the 1r^7U 
students who withdraw f rom^ Los AngeleS City College during the spring 
semesters of 1973, J974^ and 1975.^ afid who completed the exit 
questionnaire. In spiring 1975 65' percent of the withdrawees were of 
non-:Caucasian backg^jound, iind' US -percent were male. About 40 percent 
of the malesr and 20 percent of the females were in their first 
semestexj and about 15 percent of the malesr and 25 perdenti^^of the . 
females were in their fourth seiaiester or later. About U8 percent. of 
the withdrawees had not been employed during the spring 1975 ' v 
semfester. Only ab6ut 26 percent were employed full-time. About UO 
percentl^of the sptiiig . 1975' withdrawees indic^t^ed that they- pJLanned to 
transfer to a four-year college; 25'. percent said they did ^n^t intend 
to transtWr; and 33 percent were not sjire. These proportions have 
been about* the s?ime for the last four, years , Corresponding figures 
for th^e entire student body were jTercent^ 11 percent, :^and 19 
percent respectively, • About 97 percent of the withdrawees felt that 
jthey were adequately served by the college, and about half, expected' 
to return. The most often stated reason for withdrawal was going to • 
work full-time, followed by personal problems,'' Data are organized 
into t^ables, and the withdrawal quest ionna'ir^ is appended, 
. (Author/NHH) 
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• "S(m gHARl^CTERISTICS' OF Sa?UDEl^TS WHO WITHDREW FROM 
, L.A.C.C. S'PRING 1975, SPRING 1974, AND SERING 1973" 



TURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

To identify Masoaa for students' withdrax/ing from college befora 
the end of a semester and to compare certain characteristics of with- 
drawing students (ie«g«9 sex, ethnic background, age, employment) with 
those of the entire s^dent body« 



PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY ' V 

Students (day) withdrawing from the college are required to obtain 
the signature of a counselor before official withdrawal is grantedr 
This exit interview permits the counselor to make sure the student under- 
etandi^ the effects of his withdrawal and procedures for returning to the 
college at a later, date* A prepared form (cppy appendied) ±6 completed by 
the student as part of this exit interview^ Analysis of these completed 
instruments constitutes the procedure for tl^s study* 

miBINGS 

354 students completed withdrawal forms durin'jg the Spring 1975 semes 7 ^ 
" ter, compared with 499 'for Spring 1974, and 621 for Spring 1973. , ^ 
Table 1 shovra. the distribution of these students according to sex 
and ethnic background. Tables la and lb permit comparison of these distri- 
^ butions for th^jpespective. years and with the total college student bodj 
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. ' " ' Pa^e 2. 

•■ • ' ' ■ \ ■ ^ ' 

FINDINGS (continued) 

\ Tables 2 thro^agh 8a smranarize responses 'to quastions asked on the 
GKlt interview form^ subanalyzed by sex and ethnic backgtound, and com- 
pared (where information is available) with th(^ ejxtire student body. In 
Tables 8, 8a, and 9a information was included about withdrawees during 
the Sprihg^ 1972 semester (from Research ^Study #73-10) . 

^ ' ' • : . 

Table 9 presents in rank order, for the total and each atibgproup , "the 
Stated. reasons for withdrawal for Spring 1975. Tab^e 9a*pre8en^g a com- * 
parison^f the rank orders for Spri'ng 1975, 1974, and 1973. 

Figures indicating most recent availabl^statistics 'for all day stu- 
dents, are taken from Research Studies #72/^5, V^l^ -73-10, J^^^ 75-9, 
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TABLE 9a 

i 


- Reasons for Withdrawal, 
Orders for 1975, 1974, 


Comparison of Rank 
1973, and 1972 

V 




Reason 


" All 
•75 


All 
•74 


All 1 
•73 


^ All 
•72 
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1 
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•1 ■ . 




.... ... 2 
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2 


2 * i 


Conflicting hours with job... 
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Personal lllnfess or accident. 


4 " 
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7 
6 


6 
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3 ' 
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Goingo to another school 
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3 
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4.5 


5 


4 ; 


Fiamily Illness or accident. . . 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ■ • > " ' 

This study examines the responses of the 1,474 students who with- 
drew during tha'Spring 1975, Sprinfe 1974, and Spring 1973 semesters 
and who completed the exit questionnaire. ' 

(1) In comparing sex and- ethnic background of the 

withdrawees 't/ith the total day student popula- • 
tion for Spring' 1975, 65% of the XTxthdrawees 
were of non-Caucasian background, about the 
sasie as that found in the student body, and 46% 
of the vithdrawees were male, compared with a 
student body which is about 48% male. 

C2) .in the Spring 1975, of the males who withdrew, 
slightly moi;e than 40yt were in their 1st semes - 
' I ter lAile about *15%^were in their 4th semester 

^ or l^ter.. Of the females who withdrew during 

the same period, about 20% were^^n their 1st 
. , semester while about^25% were in their 4th semeis- 
ter or lat(ar. 

(3) About 48% of the withdrawees had not been employed 
dtrring the Spring 1975 semester. Only approximately 
26% were employed full-time. 

(4) About 40% of the Td.thdrawees in the Spring 1975 
semester indicated that they planned to transfer to 
a four year college, \H.th one-fourth saying they did 
not intend to transfer and one-third not sure. These 
proportions hav^ been about the same for the last 

' four years.. Corresponding figures for the entire stu- 

dent body were 69%, 11%, and 19% respectively in 1972 ^ 
which are consistent with a report "Through the Ogen 
Door; A Study of Patterns and Performance in Cali- 
• ' fomjja's Community Colleges" prepared by the Califor- 

nia Postsecondary Education Commission, 'December 1975^ . 
This suggests tjiat these withdrawees were generally 
, not as certain about their future educational plans as 
other students. ^ 

(5) . About 97% of the withdrawees felt that they were .I^Se- 

quately or better served by the college with more than 
■ " . ^. half of these rating the service excellent. About half 
^ of the withdrawees indi'dated that they expected to re- 
. ' e \ ttirn to the college. , 
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STOMARY AND CONCLUSIONS (ccpti;jued) ' - ^ 

(6) For all the last four years; the most often 

stated reason f or tn.thdrawal was going to work 
full-time, followed by a peflsonal problem. Conr 
, ' flicting hours with a job was"" 1;he third most 

^ often stated reason for .witli4r;awaV in 1975 and 

1974. Poor grades has never ranked higher than 
10th from the top (out of 1|) in^ thja last four 
years and in 1975 vras 12th «^t of 13)* 



^ ^ (7) Analysis by ethnic background 'shqwed some dif- ' 

% ... . ferences. "Insufficient funds, '^'was generally 

^ , ^ stated less often (in terms of percents) by 

Orientals th&n by other ethnic groups while "go- 
ing to another school," was stated more often (in 
terms of. percents) as a reason for withdrawal by : 
Orientals than by the other ethnic groups. Con-^* ^ 
. flicting job hours, personal, problems, and insuf- 

ficient funds were stated reasons for withdrawal 

by Blacks relatively 'more often than by the other - ^ 

ethnic groups , ^ 

(8) Analysis by sex showed some differejicps, tn 1972 

and 1973, more males stated (in percents) "going to - ' 
work full-tHne," as a reason for withdrawal than fe? . ^' \ 
males, but in 1974 and 1975 the differences (in "per^- • ' 
cents) were not appreciable. For the past' four years 
"personal problems,** has been' a stated reason fqr * ' 

withdrawal by females more often than by males <in * ^■ 
' terms of -percents) while for ^^i'insuf ficient funds" and 
^ ' "conflicting hours With job," the oppositiS is true. 
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I.A.C.C. COUNSELING CENTER, SPRING, 1973 

STUDENT WfTHDRAWAL FORM ^ ^ DATE 



(Please complete and give to Counselor. Omit any 
question "^t ^^^^ answer) / 



NAME 



^ (Ust) (Firsjt) (Middle) 

' Sex* M F Sen^^ter at UCC: 2nd 3rd. kt h 5th 

Ethnic background: \ ' 

BVac k Caucasian Mexican American Oriental ^^^^^^^ Other 

Have you been employed this semester? Yes No^ If yes, how much time; 

1/4 tim e 1/2 time 3/4 time • full-time ^ 

College majo r " - 

Do you pTan to transfer to a 4 year college? Yes No Not sur e 

Approximate grade avena.ge to date? A- B B t , C-*- C C- D» D ^ .F , 

Do you plan to return to LACC7 ^ Yes N o " Not sure 

Please check one or more of the fol lowing l-easons for your withdrawal • 

' going Into Armed Torces ^\ 
, Insufficient funds 

^ \ ' Personal Illness or accident 

; family illness or accident 
^^^^^^^ tran^sportat ion problem 
- ^gding to work full-time 

(Have you found the job yet? Yes No 
going to another; school 
* unhappy with schedule 
poor grades^ 
* ' .family moving^ away 

conflicting hours with job 
. ' , - not enough time to study 

" personal problem, prefer not to explain 
personal problem as follows; ^ 



Other (please describe)^ 



How well did L.A* C.C« set:ve your excellently ^ adequately Poorly 
Please write aqy conynent eh the back of this sheet* 



Counselor's signature. 



